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LITTLE BIG SHOTS 2013 
INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL FOR KIDS 

Little Big Shots is a film festival about kids, by kids, for kids. It aims to be an inspiring and fun-filled 
festival of the best in Australian and international children's features, shorts, animations, 
documentaries and films made by children, for children aged 2 to 15 years. 
 

LITTLE BIG SHOTS EDUCATION RESOURCE 

This kit is an ACMI Education Resource designed for teachers of primary and secondary students. 
The kit aims to assist teachers to explore themes, issues and ideas arising from films featured in 
Little Big Shots in 2013. It is also designed to support a screen education program that will 
encourage students to develop an appreciation for the art and the craft of the moving image in its 
many forms, by developing their ability to think beyond the screen. 
 

RATIONALE—THINKING BEYOND THE SCREEN 

People all over the world tell stories in many different ways using oral, written and visual language. 
Stories can reflect particular views and values and are a powerful way to document ideas and 
events. 
 
Whether you are watching a film for entertainment or as a learning experience, thinking and talking 
about it can help everyone to understand more about the film‖s story and its messages.  
 
Activities in this kit are designed to assist students to develop understandings about the ways in 
which film stories can help us make sense of the world and our place in it. Students can be 
encouraged to share their experiences of story and to extend and refine their understanding by 
comparing films, analysing narrative structure and exploring the making of meanings using 
animation and live action.  
 
Discussions and learning activities encourage students to have fun as they find out more about how 
and why different films are made.  
 
As students discuss and respond to Little Big Shots films they will be considering real world issues 
and sharing personal responses. This can help students to express their own ideas, thoughts and 
feelings more clearly and effectively. 
 

AIMS 

The content in this resource aims to assist teachers to: 

 actively engage their students in worthwhile viewing experiences. 
 connect viewing experiences with the everyday lives of their students. 

 develop students’ understanding of the structure of narrative. 
 extend student understanding about how filmmakers communicate with audiences. 
 encourage student appreciation for the art and craft involved in creating film. 
 introduce students to some features of screen texts. 

 broaden student understanding of the world in which they live. 
 promote student discussion and reflection about important personal and social issues. 

 develop higher order cognitive skills of reasoning, processing, inquiry and critical 
reflection. 
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KEY CONCEPTS 

Little Big Shots films and accompanying learning experiences can inspire discussion of world 
cultures, language, cultural diversity, needs and wants, education, rights and responsibilities, 
family, caring, friendship, relationships, understanding, tolerance, love, generosity, honesty, conflict 
management, emotional intelligence, human values and death, and social action. 
 
Questions and activities can also be used to develop a range of screen literacy concepts including 
narrative, setting, character, orientation, complication, resolution, audience, framing, shots, and 
camera angles. 
 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

Participation in activities and discussion related to Little Big Shots films offers opportunities 
to develop understandings, that include: 

 Filmmakers use a variety of techniques to represent ideas about the world. 
 Film stories from around the world have many common features or elements, but 

also display important cultural differences. 

 Children can create engaging and worthwhile film stories. 
 Similar character types occur in many different films. 

 Films are constructed for particular purposes and to appeal to certain groups. 
 Films are constructed to represent reality. 

 Films have certain characteristics that help the viewer construct meaning. 
 

SKILLS AND PROCESSES 

Students reflect on and discuss strategies used to gain meaning from films, utilising skills 
and processes such as: 
 

 Thinking and investigation — intellectual skills of reasoning, processing and inquiry, 
       questioning, listening, reading, viewing, critical thinking, researching, seeking 

solutions, describing, analysing, considering cause and effect, seeking relationships, 
interpreting and evaluating data, constructing hypotheses, drawing conclusions, 
making informed judgments and decisions, critical reflection. 
 

 Creativity and communication — seeking innovative alternatives and use of imagination to 
generate possibilities and make connections; use of various communication forms (e.g. 
spoken, written, graphical, statistical, visual, dramatic, electronic) involving both critical and 
creative thinking to gather, represent and present information for different purposes and 
audiences; undertaking a range of visual, audio and print media production activities to 
communicate ideas, feelings and experiences through making, creating, exploring, 
selecting, experimenting, presenting and performing; manipulation of ideas and 
organisation of media elements such as words, sounds and images, characters and 
sequences of events to create stories and present information. 
 

 Participation — confidence, self-direction, autonomy, ability to work flexibly both 
individually and in teams to complete tasks for example: 

o Brainstorming ideas. 
o Working with partners and in small groups to share ideas. 
o Collaborating in order to achieve an outcome. 
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VALUES AND ATTITUDES 

Students will be encouraged to: 

 appreciate that other people’s favourite films may differ from their own, as may the 
meanings they construct. 

 appreciate the value of tolerance, compassion and fairness (justice) between people. 

 be sensitive to embedded religious and cultural beliefs within film stories and other 
narratives. 

 respect the courage and determination required by some people as they overcome 
or face challenges or adversity. 

BEFORE YOUR EXCURSION TO LITTLE BIG SHOTS 

Read publicity material about Little Big Shots. Discuss why students think this festival has 
been planned. Stimulate discussion and thinking by asking students: 

• What do you expect from a children‖s film festival? 
• What might be the purpose of a children‖s film festival? 
• Why do you think people might want to organise a children’s film festival? 
• Discuss how students could find out more about Little Big Shots e.g. newspapers 

and magazine articles, television news and current affairs segments and the Little 
Big Shots website: http://www.littlebigshots.com.au/   

Ask students to explore the Little Big Shots website to find out: 
• What venues are used this year for Little Big Shots in your state or territory? 
• Who is the target audience? 
• Who are the festival sponsors? 
• List the titles of three films that will be screened. 
• Record where each of these films was made and the language used in each film. 
• Have the films screened at other children‖s film festivals? Which festivals? 
• Which films did children make? 
• Which film would you like to view and why? 

 

PRE-SCREENING QUESTIONS 

• What do you like about going to the cinema? How is it different from viewing television? 
• Why do you think these films may have been made? 
• What can you find out about a film and about filmmaking by reading film credits? 

 

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT WHILE VIEWING FILMS 

• What did the film make you think about? 
• How did the film make you feel? 
• How did the filmmaker make you feel this way? 

 
You might also think about how the filmmaker used the camera, lighting, types of actors (live or 
animated), costumes, props, sound or other interesting aspects of creating a story for you to 
view on screen. 

 

 

 

http://www.littlebigshots.com.au/
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AFTER YOUR EXCURSION TO LITTLE BIG SHOTS 

First Impressions 
• Did you enjoy the films? Why or why not? 

• Did the films remind you of any other films? In what ways? 

• As a class, brainstorm and record words or phrases that sum up what students learned from 
the film/s. Ask students to also suggest key values reflected in the films, for example, 
perseverance, compassion, consideration, courage, generosity, co-operation, friendliness, 
determination, honesty, enthusiasm, tolerance, fairness, kindness, forgiveness. 

 

Students write about their favourite film 
• Which film did you enjoy most? Why? 

• How did you feel when you were watching that film? Why did you feel this way? 

• What is the title of the film? 

• Where and when does the film take place? 

• Who is the main character? 

• What problem/s does the main character have? How does the main character solve 

the problem? 

• What is the story about? 

• What happens in the end? How was the problem resolved? 

• What genre or type of film is it e.g. action-adventure, mystery, science fiction? 

• Do you think it is a true story? Why? Why not? 

 
Reading and Understanding the Films 
Select one or two of the Little Big Shots films and discuss techniques used by the filmmakers to 
create and communicate meaning. Ask students: 

• What do you think this film story is all about? Why do you think this? 

• What images were most effective in the films? Why were they effective? 

• How is colour used to help tell the story? 

• What camera shots, angles and movements do filmmakers use? How are their 

choices effective in helping to tell the story? 

• Did the pacing or editing of the film contribute to the story? If so, how? 

• Did the filmmakers try to evoke particular feelings in viewers? If so, how? 

• How did the soundtrack help to tell the story? What sounds were most effective in 

the films? Why were they effective? Were particular instruments used? How were 

they used? 

• If you could meet the filmmakers what would you want to find out? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tuurngait, Paul-Emile Boucher , 7mins, France 
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EXPLORING LITTLE BIG SHOTS THEMES AND PACKAGES  

Little Big Shots films provide extensive opportunities for students to consider major conceptual 
themes and ideas such as imagination, honesty, friendship, family, being different, and change. 
Activities and discussions for each of the packages have been organised around themes and issues.  
While there is some sequence to the discussion questions and activities provided, teachers can 
select those activities that best relate to the themes and topics in their classroom. 

 

PACKAGE 3 – TIKES TO TEN 

Film Country Form Synopsis 

Pasteurized 

 

Argentina Animation 

 

While conducting experiments on a quiet night, a scientist 
receives an unexpected visitor whose arrival will change 
everything. 

Lego 
Adventures 

Australia (Qld) Animation A man saves the day while on his coffee break. 

Twirl USA Animation An audio-speaker hates connects. 

This Little Light 
of Mine 

South Africa Animation A Firefly realises he's scared of the dark. How's he going to get 
his light back on again? 

Snap Belgium/United 
Kingdom 

Animation A fishy tale that reminds us that smarts are always better than 
brawn. 

Abiogenesis New Zealand Animation In this breathtaking science fiction spectacle, a strange 
mechanical device lands in a desolate world.  

Stereo Australia (WA) Music 
video 

A set of teleporting headphones make everyone who wears 
them dance to the beat. 

Snack Attack USA/Canada Animation A tale about an old lady, a punk and a pack of cookies. 

The Fantastic 
Flying Books of 
Mr Morris 
Lessmore 

USA Animation A love letter to books, the film is poignant reminder of the 
power of stories. 

 
Themes 

• Imagination 

• Storytelling 

• Make and create 

Imagination 

Making an animated film takes a great deal of time and patience. Making a great animation 
requires talent, and in this package of films you can see an amazing amount of that! 
 
Animation is the process of bringing something to life, of making still pictures appear to move. 
Capturing individual pictures and projecting them at the rate of 24 pictures, or frames, per second 
create this illusion of movement. Our vision is slow and our brains hold onto an image for just a 
fraction of a second after the image has gone. In this way, when the eye sees a series of pictures 
screened in quick succession, the images will appear to move. Our eyes have in effect been tricked 
into thinking they have seen movement.  

• As a class, list clues that tell viewers whether a film is based on reality or fantasy, or a 
mixture of both.  

• Classify Little Big Shots films using a Venn diagram according to those that students think 
are based in reality, those that take the viewer on a journey of fantasy led by the 
filmmaker’s imagination, and those that combine fantasy and reality. 
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• List ways that filmmakers can blur imagination and reality. How can people use 
     imagination to create goals and hopes? 

Storytelling 
• Compare and contrast the animated films featured in Little Big Shots in relation to the 

stories, the techniques used and the messages they communicate. 
• What does animation allow a filmmaker to do that live action (a film with live actors and 

real sets) does not? Discuss differences between live action and animation and record a 
simple definition of each film type. Discuss and list the advantages and disadvantages of 
each in conveying the action and ideas in a story. 

• Why do you think some filmmakers decide to tell their stories using animation rather than 
live action? 
 

• Ask each student to use Storyboard Generator (http://generator.acmi.net.au/storyboard) 
to create frames that combine animation, fantasy and imagination to tell a short, funny 
story about a dream they have had or a hope they have for the future. Have students share 
storyboards in small groups and respond to one another’s ideas. 
 

Make and Create 
Provide students with a small pad of paper and pencils or fine tip marking pens. 

• Explain how to create sequenced drawings of a person or object on each page, but 
with each page showing one aspect of the character or object in a slightly different 
position.  

• To make the pad easier to flip, bevel the pages opposite the stapled end, by folding over the 
pages width-wise and cutting 0.5cm off the pages. The top pages should be shorter than 
the bottom pages. 

• Staple the pages of the flipbook and holding one edge, simply flick them with your thumb 
and see the pictures move! Have students share their animations. 

• Experiment with the flipbook idea and your imagination to create some simple and exciting 
animations. 

Make a simple object from plasticine, such as a worm.  
• Use a digital camera to take a photo of your worm.  
• Move the worm along a little bit, then take another photo. Move it along again and take 

another photo. Continue until you have about 24 photos. This is the number of images you 
would need to make one second of animated film using a video camera (24 frames with 
celluloid film). Imagine how long a feature film would take you!  

• If you print out the photos as thumbnails on light card and staple them together you could 
make a flipbook.  
  

 
Snack Attack, Andrew Cadelago, 5mins, USA 

http://generator.acmi.net.au/storyboard


 
 
 
 
 

FREE FOR EDUCATIONAL USE - Education Resource- Little Big Shots 2013             Page 10 

PACKAGE 4 - FOREVER YOUNG 

Film Country Form Synopsis 

The Fantastic Flying 
Books of Mr Morris 
Lessmore 

USA Animation A love letter to books, the film is a reminder 
of the power of stories. 

Seek! Seek! Japan Live action There are hidden faces everywhere for you to 
see. 

Out of Hand USA Live action Nathan can't shake his anxiety or the 
strange object that seems to follow him. 

Snack Attack USA/Canada Animation A heart-warming tale about an old lady, a 
punk and a pack of cookies. 

Cubbies Australia 
(Vic) 

Documentary 
 

An inspiring documentary film about a 
school science project in sustainability. 

The Boy in the 
Bubble 

Ireland Animation Rupert, a ten year old boy, falls hopelessly in 
love for the first time with some awkward 
side effects. 

Tuurngait 
 

France Animation An Inuit child wanders away from his village, 
fascinated by a wild bird.  

 
Themes: 

 Imagination 

 Adventure 

 Magic 

 
This collection of short films presents a number of thought-provoking narratives about imagination, 
adventure and magic. 
 
Imagination 
Imagination is the ability to form new images and sensations that are not visible to other people. It 
is a type of creativity that is created in the mind and is usually explored through play. 

 The film Seek! Seek! encourages us to look past our surroundings and think differently 
about the objects around us. Look around the school for objects or parts of buildings that 
remind you of something else. For example, in Seek! Seek! we are shown a hand rail that 
looks like a face. Take photos of your findings and share them as a class. 

 In the film The Boy in the Bubble none of the characters talk, rather the whole story is told 
to us through voice-over narration. What is narration? How is it used in this film? How do 
the narration and visuals work together to stimulate our imaginations? 

 As a class, list clues that tell a viewer whether a film is based on reality, fantasy, or a 
mixture of both. Classify the Little Big Shots using a Venn diagram according to those that 
you think are based on reality, those that take the viewer to another world, and those that 
combine fantasy and reality. 

 Discuss where filmmakers get their ideas when creating a film set in a make-believe world. 
Consider the ways that reality, dreams, hopes, imagination and other works of art (books, 
film, television, paintings etc.) can be connected. 
 

Adventure 
An adventure is a different and exciting experience where you can discover new places and 
activities. An adventurous experience can be risky and challenging and may have an uncertain 
outcome. 

 The animated film Snack Attack has an ending with a twist. Many adventures present an 
unexpected ending and a lesson to be learnt from the experience. Snack Attack presents 
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the message that we shouldn’t judge someone based on their appearance. Discuss this 
message as a class. 

 In the film Cubbies, a group of students describe how they created different cubby houses 
at their school. Draw a plan of your ultimate cubby house, like the students do in Cubbies. 
For example, you could include a pool, secret passageways, a theme park ride or even a 
room dedicated to videogames. Think about the type of adventures you might have in this 
cubby house. (If you want to watch Cubbies again, visit Generator: 
http://generator.acmi.net.au/gallery/media/cubbies.) 

 In Cubbies, the students talk about the powerful friendships they made while working on 
the cubby house project. Have you been on an adventure with a friend that has brought you 
closer? 

 The film Tuurngant tells the story of a boy who follows a bird and goes on a make-believe 
adventure. Here the little bird turns into a giant owl and his father is portrayed as a huge 
protective bear. If you could follow one animal on an adventure what animal would you 
follow? How do you think your adventure would end? 
 

Magic 
Magic refers to the power to manipulate an object or person using supernatural powers. In 
traditional fairy tales, wizards and witches usually have magic powers and use their abilities for 
good and evil. 

 Which of the films in this collection show people using magic? How do we know this is 
considered both magical within the context of the film and an odd occurrence in the film’s 
world? 

 In the animated film The Boy in the Bubble, the boy, Rupert, uses magic to put himself into 
a bubble so he does not have to feel emotion. Do you think this was a good or bad way to 
use magic powers? Explain your answer. 

 As a class, make a list of various magic powers. If you could only pick one magic power 
which would you choose? Write a paragraph explaining why you chose that magic power. 

 
Explore Further 
The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr Morris Lessmore is an animated film that creatively portrays the 
themes of imagination, adventure and magic. 

 The short film’s opening shot is of a storybook opening. What does this tell the viewer? 
Why do films or television programs open with a shot of a storybook? Can you name any 
films that open with a storybook? 

 Watch the tornado scene from The Wizard of Oz and compare shots and camera angles 
from this scene that are mimicked in The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr Morris Lessmore. 

 The film alternates between black and white and colour throughout its duration. How does 
this visual change allow us to interpret the emotions of the characters in the film? 

 The Humpty Dumpty book in The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr Morris Lessmore is created 
through computer animation, however this animated technique can also be achieved by 
creating a flipbook. Using post-it notes, create your own flipbook. You may want to choose 
a character to draw and create an animation of that character’s changing emotions.   

 When Mr Morris fixes the old broken book we know that this scene is meant to 
represent a hospital operation. What clues does the film give the viewer to make 
them believe the book is being operated on? 

 The narrative of the short film demonstrates how books can inspire imagination. Have you 
ever been inspired by a good book? Has a good narrative ever made you think about writing 
your own story? Think of an idea for a sequel to a Little Big Shots film, a favourite book or 
another film. Use the Storyboard Generator (www.generator.acmi.net.au/storyboard ) to 
create a storyboard for your sequel. 

http://generator.acmi.net.au/gallery/media/cubbies
http://www.generator.acmi.net.au/storyboard
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PACKAGE 5 - SIX TO TWEEN 

Film Country Form Synopsis 

The Day of the Dead USA, New 
Zealand 

Animation Follow two youngsters in a celebration of their ancestors 
on this vibrant Latin American holiday. 

The I Think You Stink 
Show 

Australia (NSW) Animation Various acts compete in a talent show and there is an 
unexpected winner. 

The World of Ulim and 
Oilut 

Brazil Live action Imagination makes fantasy come to life. 

Early Morning Autopilot UK Animation A teenage boy gets up in the early in the morning and 
gets ready to go out, but he is tired and running on 
automatic. 

The Hoarders Australia (NSW) Live action The manner of giving is worth more than the gift. 

Bickie the Wonder Pig Australia (Qld) Live action The exciting adventures of a little girl's guinea pig. 

Abiogenesis 
 

New Zealand Animation In this breathtaking science fiction spectacle, a strange 
mechanical device lands in a desolate world. 

Knights of the 
Playground 

USA Live action Kyle and Billy were best friends until a princess came 
between them, or was it a dragon?  

 
Themes: 

 Imagination 

 Friendship 

 Family 

 
This collection of short films presents a variety of narratives that will appeal to and intrigue young 
minds. The films focus on the themes of childhood imagination, the importance of friendship and 
family.  
 
Imagination 
Imagination is the ability to form new images and sensations that are not visible to other people. It 
is a type of creativity that is constructed in the mind and is usually explored through play. 

 As a class, talk about the Little Big Shots films, Knights of the Playground and The World of 
Ulim and Oilut. Discuss how these films depict the children’s imaginative play. For example, 
how do we know that in Knights of the Playground the knights dressed up in realistic 
costumes are the same children with buckets over their head playing in the playground?  

 Have you played with a friend/s and shared in imaginative play like in Knights of the 
Playground and The World of Ulim and Oilut? Share examples with the class.  

 In groups of 4 or 5 create freeze frame scenes in the school yard. The teacher should 
secretly assign a scene to each group: 

o Excited about finding buried treasure 
o Sword fighting across a narrow bridge 
o A group of friends having a tea party 
o Running away from a big scary monster 

 
Encourage students to use the play equipment, but no costumes or props can be used in the 
scenes. The class can then guess what scene each group has created. Use this activity to discuss 
how we can share imaginations and how people use their imagination in different ways. 

 Some of these Little Big Shots films use animation: The Day of the Dead uses 2D 
animation, I think you Stink uses claymation, Early Morning Autopilot uses stop-motion 
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animation and Abiogenesis uses computer-generated imagery (CGI). How do these types of 
animation allow filmmakers to explore their imagination? Can you think of any other films 
that use animation to create make-believe worlds? 

 In the film Bickie the Wonder Pig the older brother drives the guinea pig, Bickie, around in a 
toy car and creates a story using toys as props. Here we see imagination being used in 
relation to place and scale. This allows the filmmaker to play with perspective and scales to 
create the perception of a miniature film location. Watch the videos online as part of the 
‘Place and Scale’ challenge on 15 Second Place 
(www.15secondayplace.acmi.net.au/explore/challenges). Create your own ‘Place and Scale’ 
video, share the videos as a class and upload them to the 15 Second Place website. 

 
Friendship 
Friendships are based on understanding, compassion and enjoyment of each other’s company.  
Friends sometimes share their imagination as they can be in tune with each other’s feelings. 

 Have fun making faces with a partner. Take it in turn to guess what feelings your partner is 
expressing. 

 In groups of two ask students to write and create a picture story book for a younger 
audience with a message about friendship. 

 As a class, brainstorm qualities that make someone a good friend. For example, 
friendliness, consideration, fairness and generosity. List some of the ways you can show 
friendship. For example, hug, help, share, listen and be tolerant. 

 In the Little Big Shots short film The World of Ulim and Oilut the young girl Milu is lonely 
and creates two imaginary friends: Tulio and the wolf. If you could create the perfect 
imaginary friend (human or animal) what would they be like? Draw a picture of your perfect 
imaginary friend and provide a description of their personality traits.  

 
Family  
The family unit is very important for a young person. Whilst growing up, a person’s own family 
structure might be all that person knows and they may not understand that there are many 
different family structures.  

 As a class, discuss what makes a group of people a family. Which of these Little Big Shots 
films deals with themes of family? 

 Different families from all over the world celebrate different traditions. Discuss the film The 
Day of the Dead and the Mexican holiday Día de Muertos. What customs are associated 
with this Mexican holiday that are discussed in the film?  

 
Explore Further 
A number of these films focus on themes of fantasy and imagination which are very important to 
film making. 

 Why is the fantasy genre so popular in film, television and books? Do people like to escape 
from reality?  

 In the film The Hoarders, how is costume and make-up used to portray different 
characters?  

 The film Aboigenesis is created through Computer-Generated Imagery (CGI) and begins 
with a robot landing on a deserted planet. At the beginning of this film what did you think 
the robots were doing? They took on the shape of an annoying insect, did this influence if 
you thought they were good or bad? Were you surprised when the robots created trees, 
plants and flowers on the planet? 

 There is no talking in the film Aboigenesis. How is the narrative shaped in this film? 
Describe the beginning, middle and end. 

 

http://www.15secondayplace.acmi.net.au/explore/challenges
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PACKAGE 6 - TWEENARAMA 

Film Country Form Synopsis 

The Last Summer Australia 
(Vic) 

Live action There comes a point in every girl's life when she 
must put down her toys and grow up.  

Twenty-one 
Attempts 

Australia 
(Qld) 

Live action Young existentialist Aimé attempts to woo his 
long time love Valentine with little success. 

The Toboggan Canada Live action A short film about a kid and his search for 
happiness. 

Piece of Cake Canada Live action A cookbook reveals the secret recipe for mouth-
watering food in a comedy about why 
photographed cuisine looks so great. 

Kostya Russia Animation Kostya heads out to discover the unknown and a 
bright future.  

You, Me, Us Australia 
(Qld) 

Documentary A short film that shows our connection with the 
world around us. 

Food of Love USA Live action Iris is a shy baker who lives an exciting fantasy 
life inspired by Shakespeare.  

 
Themes: 

 Growing Up 

 Friendship 

 First Love 

 
These films show the emotional challenges we humans face: the hardships faced when growing up, 
the power of friendship, and the exhilaration and suffering of first love.  
 
Growing Up 
Growing up involves change. Some people find it difficult to grow up. 

 There are many behaviours which define the difference between childhood and adulthood. 
Describe these differences. 

 Describe some moments in your life where you felt really grown up. For example, when you 
first learnt to ride a bike, when you first cooked dinner for your parents or when you opened 
a bank account. What was it about these moments that made you feel this way? 

 List a range of activities that both adults and children enjoy doing. For example, watching 
movies and reading books. Although both adults and children like engaging in these 
activities, the types of texts they read or view can change over time. For example, young 
children may enjoy children’s fairy tales, whereas adults may prefer to watch a romantic 
comedy. How do you predict your interests will change as you grow older? 

 
Friendship 
Life is easier and more fun when we can share our ups and downs with another person. Friends are 
essential in life, but sometimes we find ourselves alone.  

 How does this collection of films explore the power of friendship? Can you relate to any of 
the friendships portrayed in these films? 

 What makes a good friend? List ten adjectives that describe the qualities you look for in a 
friend. 

 Some of the characters in the films feel friendless and alone. How can you tell they are 
feeling this way? 

 Have you ever felt as though you have no friends? Draw a picture of yourself and how you 
felt. When you are surrounded by friends and are having a good time, how do you feel? 
Draw a picture of yourself surrounded by your best friends. 
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 Have you ever seen someone at the playground or at school who seems to have no friends? 
What could you say or do to make them feel included and happy? Create and perform a 
role-play with your classmates that shows a situation where the main character is alone 
and then makes friends. 

 
First Love 
First love is a new and exciting experience. A first love can be one of the most influential 
relationships in a person’s life.  

 Romantic love is a popular and recurring theme in literature, film and television. Why do you 
think this is? What are some famous love stories you have read or seen? 

 Some of the characters in these films are experiencing love for the first time. Love is hard to 
define, but we can often tell when a person is in love. The characters display emotions and 
actions which illustrate that they are in love. What are they? 

 It is difficult for the characters in the films to express their true feelings to the person they 
love. What are the reasons for this? 

 In these films the language of love is presented as being romantic and poetic. Can you think 
of other films, books or poems that discuss love in such a positive light? 

 

Harbour Tale, Yuichi Ito, 19mins, Japan 
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PACKAGE 7 – THE NEXT BIG THING 

Film Country Form Synopsis 

Harbor Tale Japan Animation An old red brick decides to step out and discover the 
world. 

Pishto Goes Away Russia Animation Pishto is sick and tired of everything so he decides to 
leave for good. 

Cubeville 
 

Australia (WA) Live action Learn to love your differences. They make you who you 
are. 

Wolf Dog Tales USA Animation The ancient wisdom of the Navajo Indians reveals the 
origins of the wolf and his cousin the dog. 

Julian Australia (NSW) Live action Set in a year 4 classroom in 1981 Julian explores a day in 
the life of a nine year old boy. 

 

Themes 

• Adventure 

• Honesty 

• Friendship 

 
This collection of films presents viewers with a number of films that explore the themes of 
adventure, honesty and friendship. 

Adventure 
Sometimes we seek adventure to learn about ourselves, develop new friendships and experience 
new places.  

• In this collection of films, what drove some of the characters to embark on an 
adventure? Did the characters find what they were searching for? 

• Which films in this collection ask viewers to ask why they exist? Do you think your life 
would lack meaning without adventure? 

• Harbor Tale tells the story of a brick coming to life as well as boats and buildings that 
have faces and personalities. Write a short film script or a short story about an 
everyday object going on an adventure. 

• Thinking of Harbor Tale, if every brick in the world could tell a story, which buildings 
would have the best adventures to share? Create a claymation of the building you think 
would have the best story to share. 

• In Pishto Goes Away, Pishto leaves his home in an attempt to go on an adventure but 
soon realises that leaving home isn’t all fun and games. Have you ever been 
disappointed by an activity that you thought would be great fun? Why were you 
disappointed? What went wrong? 

 
Honesty 
Honesty refers to someone’s moral character that is based on positivity and virtuous attributes. It is 
usually depicted as an optimistic quality.  

 Which films in this collection ask us to be honest with ourselves?  

 Why is it so important to trust our friends, teachers and family? Honesty is the basis of 
many strong friendships. Think of your closest friends, and consider if you are always 
honest with them. Do you trust them to always be honest with you? 

 Why does the teacher in Julian think Julian is not behaving honestly? Julian is speaking out 
in an attempt to help his friend. Do you think it is fair that the teacher sends him to the 
principal? 
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 The film Julian encourages students to speak out. At the end of the film we learn that the 
student, Julian is a portrayal of a nine year old Julian Assange. Who is Julian Assange and 
what does he stand for? 

 In Julian, we first see the words from the book, The Little Prince: ‘Men have forgotten this 
truth,’ said the fox. ‘But you must not forget it.’ What does this mean? 

 
Friendship 
Friendships are based on understanding, compassion and enjoyment of each other’s company.   

• Friendship played a key role in each character developing a change of perspective. 
Explain why this is so. 

• In the film Cubeville how does the red cube attempt to make friends? Do the other 
cubes react positively or negatively? 

• In Cubeville, the red cube attempts to change her appearance so that she will fit in. As 
a class, discuss how friends should be accepting and how you shouldn’t have to change 
yourself for your friends. 

• In Harbor Tale, the young brick meets an older brick who shares the story of his 
adventurous life. Ask an older person in your life to share the story of an adventure 
they have had. You could film the interview and create a documentary of their story. 

• In Pishto Goes Away, Pishto makes friends with a puppy. When Pishto and the puppy 
return home, the town is no longer depicted as an unwelcoming town full of mud and 
annoying people, but is rather transformed with beautiful snow and friendly 
neighbours. How can making a new friend change your perspective? 

• In Pishto Goes Away, Pishto makes friends with a puppy and in Wolf Dog Tales we are 
told a story of friendship between man and wolf. If you have a pet, do you consider it to 
be one of your best friends? Why, why not? 

 
Explore Further 
Short films use lots of different techniques to tell stories. It is important to not only analyse the 
narrative of a film but to consider how the narrative is explored through the art of cinema. 

 Thinking of the films in this collection, which did you find the most aesthetically beautiful? 
Explain your answer.  

 Wolf Dog Tales and Cubeville were both a combination of animation and live-action. As a 
class, discuss how this was achieved. 

 As a class, discuss how Harbor Tale was created. What types of animation are used in this 
short film? 

 Some people or characters in Little Big Shots films have questions running through their 
minds. Who am I? What will I be like when I’m older? Where did we come from? As a class, 
ask questions you have about your own lives. In groups, discuss ways you could ask these 
questions to the audience in a short film with no narration or dialogue. 
 

 

Reloaded, Marieke Verbiesen, 4mins, Norway  
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PACKAGE 8 – BIG KIDS FLICKS 

Film Country Form Synopsis 

Julian Australia 
(NSW) 

Live-action Set in a year 4 classroom in 1981, Julian explores 
a day in the life of a 9 year old boy. 

This Is It 
 

Australia 
(Vic) 

Live-action Callum works up the courage to tell Georgie the 
way he feels about her. 

Yonalure: Moment 
to Moment 

Japan Animation A poem to the night and the ticking of the clock 
of time. 

Missing Jordan/ UK Animation A window opens on a child who lives in a war 
torn area where he longs for his past, peaceful 
life. 

OMG It’s a 
Western Standoff 

Australia 
(Vic) 

Live-action Way out west, some kids learn there are certain 
things in life worth fighting for. 

Memories Canada Live-action Sometimes, memories are all that is left after a 
relationship has ended. 

Ben Hora France Animation A migrant family arrives by boat in a new world 
and is disappointed by the many absurd rules.  

Yala to the Moon Palestine Live-action/ 
animation 

Aseel uses her imagination to escape reality and 
remake the world around her. 

Reloaded Norway Animation A science experiment goes horribly wrong.  

 
Themes: 

 Imagination 

 Relationships 

 Time  

This collection of films includes a range of animation and filmmaking styles and presents viewers 
with new ways of looking at the world and each other. 

Imagination 
We use our imaginations to come up with new ideas that help us to see the world and ourselves 
differently. 

 In the film Yala to the Moon, Aseel uses her imagination and creativity to transport her into 
another world.  

 What are your first impressions of Aseel’s life and the place where she lives? 
 What does Aseel do to transform her life? 

 What do you think Aseel’s story tells us about the power of the imagination? 
 Compare Aseel’s story with the one told in Missing? How are these stories similar?  

 
A number of these films use animation to tell the story. 

 Why is animation a particularly effective form of filmmaking for exploring the world of the 
imagination? 

 Some of the animations in this collection leave a lot of the storytelling to our imaginations. 
Which films in this package left you wondering and made you ask lots of questions? 
Explain. 

 Films tell a story through visual language as well as words, music and sound.  
What do we mean when we talk about the visual language of filmmaking?  

 A number of this group of Little Big Shots films don’t use any dialogue or commentary. 
How do they use visual language and sound to tell the story or communicate ideas?  

 Draw a picture of a world that could only exist in your imagination. How would you turn this 
world into an animation? What kind of animation technique/s would you use? (e.g. 
claymation, cut-out animation, flash animation, drawn animation). What characters would 
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live in this world? What would they do? Draw a storyboard of your planned animation. Try 
animating your idea. (A great animation site is: 
http://www.abc.net.au/rollercoaster/rollermache/create.htm  
For stop motion animation: http://generator.acmi.net.au/gallery/media/tips-bringing-
things-life-stop-motion-animation   

 
Relationships 
People relate to each other in myriad different ways and human relationships are an endless source 
of inspiration for filmmakers. 

 A number of the films in this package ask us to consider how we should treat other people. 
How responsible are we for other people’s happiness?    

 What do films like Missing, Yala to the Moon and Ben Hora tell us about the way some 
humans treat each other?  

Julian is set in an ordinary Australian primary school, but has some serious things to say about 
people’s responsibilities to each other.  

 What is the point being made in this film? What is the significance of finding out that the 
main character is actually Julian Assange? Who is Julian Assange?  

 What are some of the things we can do to make the world a more secure place for others?  
 

Time  
This is It and Memories explore the significance of time in people‖s lives and relationships. 

 Explain how time features in each of these films. 

 What is the role of memory in each of these films?  
 Think about someone you care about (family member or friend) and describe a moment you 

have shared in the past.    
 

Explore Further 
Fictional stories often relate to actual events and experiences and may be set in real places. 

- Missing is about children caught in a warzone and wounded by landmines.  
- Yala to the Moon is set in present-day Palestine. 
- Ben Hora focuses on the experience of refugees. 
- Julian relates to the adult Julian Assange. 

 Focus on one of these films and research the experiences being explored. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
OMG It's a Western Standoff, Benjamin Beresford, 4mins, Australia 

http://www.abc.net.au/rollercoaster/rollermache/create.htm
http://generator.acmi.net.au/gallery/media/tips-bringing-things-life-stop-motion-animation
http://generator.acmi.net.au/gallery/media/tips-bringing-things-life-stop-motion-animation
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PACKAGE 9 – LBS UP LATE 

Film Country Form Synopsis 

Reloaded Norway Animation A science experiment goes horribly wrong.  

Bruce Lee Played 
Badminton Too 
 

Australia (Vic) Live-action 
 

Awkward suburban teenager Nic Wooding 
wants to be the greatest badminton player in 
the world. 

I Am a Girl! 
 

The 
Netherlands 
 

Documentary 13-year-old Joppe dreams of asking Brian out, 
but just how should she tell him that she was 
born a boy? 

BINO Australia 
(Vic) 

Live-action 
 

In a deserted town where there is no one and 
nothing, a thrill-seeking boy struggles to 
belong.  

The Forest USA Animation A woman lives alone in the forest, surrounded 
by nature, tending her beautiful flower. 
However, there is something lurking at the 
edge of the forest 

A Cold Place Australia 
(Vic) 

Animation A strange abstract tale about technology and 
alienation. 

Different Germany Animation One child is different from the rest. 

Under Pressure Australia 
(Vic) 

Live-action 
 

When gunshots ring out at school, library geek 
Alex hides out with popular girl Ruby, Alex's 
secret crush.  

Ursus Latvia 
 

Animation 
 

A circus bear yearns for life in the forest.  

Kali the Little 
Vampire 

Canada/France
/Portugal 

Animation The tragic history of a little vampire. 

 
Themes:  

 Exploring difference 

 Change 
 Belonging 

This collection of films presents viewers with a number of thought-provoking ideas about life, 
identity and the struggle to belong.  

Exploring Difference 
Everyone is different but sometimes our differences can make us feel excluded or that we don’t 
belong. 

 What are some of the challenges faced by the individuals featured in this group of films?  
 How do the challenges posed relate to breaking the mould of what is ‘normal’ or expected 

within the world of that character? How does this make the character feel? How would you 
feel in the same situation?  

 What are some of the ways these characters deal with being different? 
 Do you ever feel frustrated that the way you see yourself doesn’t match the way that other 

people see you? 

 Have you had the experience of being stereotyped because of one aspect of your identity: 
the way you look, your gender, ethnicity, clothes, job, school etc?  

 Have you ever pretended to be something that you are not, or denied an important part of 
yourself, in order to fit in and be accepted? How did this make you feel? 

Change 
Life is about change. Nothing and nobody ever stays the same, but this is not always easy to 
accept. In these films, many characters are either facing changes in their lives or decide to make a 
change.  
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 What were some of the changes explored in these films and how did the characters 
involved deal with them? 

 What are some of the reasons a person will decide to make a change?  
 What are some of the changes you have experienced in your life? How many of these have 

been welcome or sought after? Have you sometimes resisted change? Explain why. 

Belonging 
‘Belonging’ is a difficult term to define, but it is something that people feel emotionally and 
recognise.  

 What does it feel like to belong?  
 Which of these Little Big Shots films deal with the sense of belonging and the desire to 

belong? Explain. 

 We all have places where we feel more comfortable and people whose company we feel 
more relaxed in. Where do you feel most at home and why? Who do you feel most ‘at home’ 
with? Explain. 

 
Explore Further 
A number of these films focus on issues and problems faced by young people. 

 How can young people deal with the challenges they face?  
 Who can help them if the challenges get too complicated? 
 Find out more about the resources available for young people who are struggling to deal 

with an issue or a problem. 

 Create a poster depicting the support networks available for young people needing extra 
help. 
 

Many books and films explore what it means to belong.  

 Why is belonging a recurring theme in films?  
 Use the Little Big Shots films as inspiration for your own film about belonging. You can also 

visit the ACMI Generator website to watch award-winning films made by school students 
about belonging: http://www.acmi.net.au/screenit_gallery.htm  

 To plan your film, use Storyboard Generator: http://generator.acmi.net.au/storyboard  
 

I Am a Girl! is a documentary film that gives Joppe the opportunity to share her story with others.  

 Why is it important for people to be able to share their stories with others? 

 I Am a Girl is a short documentary constructed around an interview with Joppe. What was 
your response to Joppe’s story? Why is it so much more powerful for the audience to see 
and hear her describe her experiences, feelings and hopes for the future in her own words?   

 The interview is intercut with scenes from Joppe’s life, mostly portraying the time spent 
with her friends. How do these scenes add to Joppe’s story? What more do we learn about 
Joppe? 

 Joppe knows that she is facing a life-long challenge. What are some of the strategies she 
has for dealing with that challenge? 

 We all face challenges in our lives. Working in groups, create a safe space for students to 
share stories about life’s challenges. Refer to the Power of Stories on ACMI Generator 
(http://generator.acmi.net.au/education-themes/power-stories ) before planning and 
filming interviews for a short documentary about students in your class coping with or 
overcoming a challenge. You will need to think about the steps required to plan and shoot a 
film and the jobs each person will be required to do.  

 
 

http://www.acmi.net.au/screenit_gallery.htm
http://generator.acmi.net.au/storyboard
http://generator.acmi.net.au/education-themes/power-stories
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YOUR TURN TO CREATE AND COMMUNICATE 
HAVE YOUR SAY - WRITING FILM REVIEWS 

Little Big Shots would love to hear your opinions about the films you have viewed. 
Write a review of one of the films screening at Little Big Shots and send it to 
info@littlebigshots.com.au  

 
Film Review 
Top Five Tips  
Marcella Bidinost 
1. Lights, camera, action … and a long line of credits 

Plenty of people and decisions influence the film you eventually see on screen. Script, 
sound, storyline, directors, actors, lighting, sets, editing – all the people in that long line of 
credits at the end of a film play a role. Pick out some elements of the film you respond to 
most and explain why they do or don‖t work. 
 

2. Don‖t give away the plot 
This is a key rule of reviewing. Feel free to explain a little about the plot but don‖t reveal any 
surprises or major twists.  
 

3. Hook us in! 
Starting your review with ―This film is about …‖ doesn‖t exactly scream ―Read me!‖ Make 
your reader sit up and pay attention to what you‖re about to say. Write creatively and 
sharply and ask yourself, is this good enough for the rest of the world to read?  Hook us in 
and keep us there! 
 

4. How good were the stars? 
Think about the performances of the lead actors. Did they do a good job? Were they 
believable? Did they ―get under the skin‖ of their role or did you feel like you were always 
watching ―the actor‖? Did you like the characters and did you care about what happened to 
them in the film? Tell us! 
 

5. How did the film make you feel? 
Filmmakers want audiences to respond to their film. Pay attention to how you‖re feeling 
while you‖re watching a film. Are you happy, sad, bored, excited, inspired? Maybe your 
responses change at different points of the film. What‖s making you feel that way? And 
what‖s your overall feeling by the time it‖s all over? 
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Now it’s your turn - Make a Film with your class! 
 

ACMI SCREEN IT! NATIONAL FILMMAKING AND GAMES COMPETITION 

Australia‖s first and largest national moving image competition for primary and secondary 
students, Screen It is designed to encourage and foster the next generation of young moving image 
makers.  Creating simple animations, live action productions and games makes for fun, engaging, 
and highly educational projects. 
 
Screen It is designed to provide rich education outcomes for participants with comprehensive 
education packs provided to assist in the production process. 
 
Moving image projects allow students to develop many varied skills and understandings, and may 
involve students in: 

 developing an original idea and researching information 
 writing a storyline and script 
 creating a storyboard 
 planning a production 

 designing and creating animation characters and sets 

 casting actors, selecting locations and dressing sets 
 learning practical production skills including camera, sound recording, acting and 

directing 

 developing team work, time management and planning skills 
 learning post production skills including editing, sound effects, music, titles and credits 

 testing compiled games and analysing the responses of different people 
 
It‖s not too late to enter for 2013!  Visit the ACMI website to find out more and to watch previous 
winning films and animations http://www.acmi.net.au/screenit  
 

 

http://www.acmi.net.au/screenit

