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LITTLE BIG SHOTS 2014 
INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL FOR KIDS 

Little Big Shots is a film festival about kids, by kids, for kids. It aims to be an inspiring and fun-filled 
festival of the best in Australian and international children's features, shorts, animations, 
documentaries and films made by children, for children aged 2 to 15 years. 
 

LITTLE BIG SHOTS EDUCATION RESOURCE 

This kit is an ACMI Education Resource designed for teachers of primary and secondary students. 
The kit aims to assist teachers to explore themes, issues and ideas arising from films featured in 
Little Big Shots in 2014. It is also designed to support a screen education program that encourages 
students to develop an appreciation for the art and craft of the moving image in its many forms, by 
developing their ability to think beyond the screen. For the Primary School Screening at ACMI on 6 
June, please refer to Package 3. For the Secondary School Screening at ACMI on 6 June, please refer 
to Package 7. 
 

RATIONALE—THINKING BEYOND THE SCREEN 

People all over the world tell stories in many different ways using oral, written and visual language. 
Stories can reflect particular views and values and are a powerful way to document ideas and 
events. 
 
Whether you are watching a film for entertainment or as a learning experience, thinking and talking 
about it can help everyone to understand more about the film’s story and messages.  
 
Activities in this kit are designed to assist students to develop understandings about the ways in 
which film stories can help us make sense of the world and our place in it. Students can be 
encouraged to share their experiences of story and to extend and refine their understanding by 
comparing films, analysing narrative structure and exploring the making of meanings using 
animation and live action.  
 
Discussions and learning activities encourage students to have fun as they find out more about how 
and why different films are made.  
 
As students discuss and respond to Little Big Shots films they will consider real world issues and 
share personal responses. This can help students to express their own ideas, thoughts and feelings 
more clearly and effectively. 
 

AIMS 

Content in this resource aims to assist teachers to: 

 Actively engage their students in worthwhile viewing experiences 

 Connect viewing experiences with the everyday lives of their students 

 Develop students’ understanding of narrative structure 

 Extend students’ understanding of how filmmakers communicate with audiences 

 Encourage students’ appreciation for the art and craft involved in creating film 

 Introduce students to some features of screen texts 

 Broaden students’ understanding of the world in which they live 

 Promote discussion and reflection about important personal and social issues 

 Develop higher order cognitive skills of reasoning, processing, inquiry and critical reflection.  
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KEY CONCEPTS 

Little Big Shots films and accompanying learning experiences can inspire discussion of world 
cultures, language, cultural diversity, needs and wants, education, rights and responsibilities, 
family, caring, friendship, relationships, understanding, tolerance, love, generosity, honesty, conflict 
management, emotional intelligence, human values and death, and social action. 
 
Questions and activities can also be used to develop a range of screen literacy concepts including 
narrative, setting, character, orientation, complication, resolution, audience, framing, shots, and 
camera angles. 
 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

Participation in activities and discussion related to Little Big Shots films offers a range of 
understandings including that: 

 Filmmakers use a variety of techniques to represent ideas about the world 
 Film stories from around the world have many common features or elements but also 

display important cultural differences 

 Children can create engaging and worthwhile film stories 
 Similar character types occur in many different films 

 Films are constructed for particular purposes and to appeal to certain groups 
 Films are constructed to represent reality 

 Films have certain characteristics that help the viewer construct meaning. 
 

SKILLS AND PROCESSES 

Students reflect on and discuss strategies used to gain meaning from films, utilising skills 
and processes such as: 
 

 Thinking and investigation — intellectual skills of reasoning, processing and inquiry, 
       questioning, listening, reading, viewing, critical thinking, researching, seeking 

solutions, describing, analysing, considering cause and effect, seeking relationships, 
interpreting and evaluating data, constructing hypotheses, drawing conclusions, 
making informed judgments and decisions, and critical reflection. 
 

 Creativity and communication — seeking innovative alternatives and use of imagination to 
generate possibilities and make connections; use of various communication forms (e.g. 
spoken, written, graphical, statistical, visual, dramatic, electronic) involving both critical and 
creative thinking to gather, represent and present information for different purposes and 
audiences; undertaking a range of visual, audio and print media production activities to 
communicate ideas, feelings and experiences through making, creating, exploring, 
selecting, experimenting, presenting and performing; manipulation of ideas and 
organisation of media elements such as words, sounds and images, characters and 
sequences of events to create stories and present information. 
 

 Participation — confidence, self-direction, autonomy, ability to work flexibly both 
individually and in teams to complete tasks for example: 

o Brainstorming ideas 
o Working with partners and in small groups to share ideas 
o Collaborating in order to achieve an outcome. 
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VALUES AND ATTITUDES 

Students are encouraged to: 

 Appreciate that other people’s favourite films may differ from their own, as may the 
meanings they construct 

 Appreciate the value of tolerance, compassion and fairness (justice) between people 
 Be sensitive to embedded religious and cultural beliefs within film stories and other 

narratives 

 Respect the courage and determination required by some people as they overcome 
or face challenges or adversity. 

 

EXPLORING LITTLE BIG SHOTS THEMES AND PACKAGES  

Little Big Shots films provide extensive opportunities for students to consider major conceptual 
themes and ideas such as imagination, technology, friendship, transformation, adventure, and 
belonging. Activities and discussions for each of the packages have been organised around themes 
and issues. While there is some sequence to the discussion questions and activities provided, 
teachers can select those activities that best relate to the themes and topics in their classroom. 
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BEFORE YOUR EXCURSION TO LITTLE BIG SHOTS 

Making Predictions 
Share and display publicity material related to Little Big Shots. Stimulate discussion and thinking by 
asking students: 

• What do you expect from a children’s film festival? 
• What might be the purpose of a children’s film festival? 
• Why do you think people might want to organise a children’s film festival? 
• Discuss how students could find out more about Little Big Shots e.g. newspapers 

and magazine articles, television news and current affairs segments and the Little 
Big Shots website: http://www.littlebigshots.com.au/   

Finding Information 
Ask students to work in pairs or small groups to explore the Little Big Shots website and find out: 

• What venues are used this year for Little Big Shots in your state or territory? 
• Who is the target audience? 
• Who are the festival sponsors? 
• List the titles of three films that will be screened 
• Record where each of these films were made and the language used in each film 
• Have the films screened at other children’s film festivals? Which festivals? 
• Which films have been made by children? 
• Which film would you like to view and why? 

 

PRE-SCREENING QUESTIONS 

• What do you like about going to the cinema? How is it different from viewing television? 
• Why do you think these films may have been made? 
• What can you find out about a film and about filmmaking by reading film credits? 

 

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT WHILE VIEWING FILMS 

• What did the film make you think about? 
• How did the film make you feel? 
• How did the filmmaker make you feel this way? 
• Why do you think the film may have chosen this title for their film? 

 
Encourage students to think about how the filmmaker used the camera, lighting, types of actors 
(live or animated), costumes, props, sound or other interesting aspects to tell their story. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.littlebigshots.com.au/
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AFTER YOUR EXCURSION TO LITTLE BIG SHOTS 

First Impressions 
• Did you enjoy the films? Why or why not? 

• Did the films remind you of any other films? In what ways? 

• As a class, brainstorm and record words or phrases that sum up what students learned from 
the film/s. Ask students to suggest key values reflected in the films, for example, 
perseverance, compassion, consideration, courage, generosity, co-operation, friendliness, 
determination, honesty, enthusiasm, tolerance, fairness, kindness, forgiveness. 

 

Students write about their favourite film 
• Which film did you enjoy most? Why? 

• How did you feel when you were watching that film? Why did you feel this way? 

• What is the title of the film? 

• Where and when does the film take place? 

• What is the story about? 

• Who is the main character? 

• What problem does the main character have?  

• What happens in the end? How was the problem resolved? 

• What genre or type of film is it e.g. action-adventure, mystery, science fiction? 

• Do you think it is a true story? Why? Why not? 

 
Reading and Understanding the Films 
Select one or two of the Little Big Shots films and discuss techniques used by the filmmakers to 
create and communicate meaning. Ask students: 

• What do you think this film story is all about? Why do you think this? 

• What images were most effective in the films? Why were they effective? 

• How is colour used to help tell the story? 

• What camera shots, angles and movements do filmmakers use? How are their 

choices effective in helping to tell the story? 

• Did the pacing or editing of the film contribute to the story? If so, how? 

• Did the filmmakers try to evoke particular feelings in viewers? If so, how? 

• How did the soundtrack help to tell the story? What sounds were most effective in 

the films? Why were they effective? Were particular instruments used? How were 

they used? 

• If you could meet the filmmakers what would you want to find out? 

 

 
A Shadow of Blue, Carlos Lascano, 12mins, France/Spain 
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PACKAGE 3 – TYKES TO TEN 

Film Country Form Synopsis 

The Collector’s Gift  USA Animation A modern day fairytale about a young girl who discovers the 
key to creating a new world. 

Wildebeest UK Animation Two Wildebeest think about crossing a river. 

Lego Adventure 3: 
Attack of the Giant 
Pig 

Australia  Animation A criminal steals a growth ray from a nearby museum and 
wreaks havoc on the city of Lego Town by creating a giant 
guinea pig. 

Bitseller Spain Animation A writer struggles with a ‘bit’ of digital information when he 
has to change his old typewriter for a computer. 

Oasis Singapore Animation A miner carrying a precious blue diamond chances upon a 
strange creature which turns out to be much more than just a 
petty thief. 

Mr Riddim Belgium Animation Mr Riddim arrives in a town of the Wild West. His music makes 
all the inhabitants smile… 

Cootie Contagion USA Live-action There’s a cootie outbreak at school and Matt is torn between 
staying away from his crush Becca or risking the end of boy-
kind as we know it.  

The Goat Herder 
and His Lots and 
Lots and Lots of 
Goats 

UK Animation The story follows a day in the life of a goat herder and his flock 
of goats as they travel up and down the mountains of Spain. 

Alien Repair Guy Norway Live-action Earth’s control box is broken. For the alien caretaker, what 
seems like just another day at work ends up being something 
entirely different. 

 

Themes 

• Adventure 

• Technology 

• Imagination 

 

Adventure 
An adventure is a different and exciting experience. When you set out on an adventure, you make 
discoveries and experience new things. An adventure can be risky and challenging and may have 
unexpected consequences.  

 The Collector’s Gift is set in the streets of an overpopulated and polluted city. A young girl 
scavenges from bins and discovers a scientific invention that restores nature and colour to 
the city.  
Imagine you could transform a city with your imagination.  
– Draw a picture of your ideal city. Perhaps you might include places for the native animals 
to live, sustainable houses and environmental transport solutions.  
– List some activities you can do at school and home to transform the world around you. For 
example, you could plant trees or recycle rubbish.  

 The animated film Oasis uses music to help tell the story about a monkey miner carrying a 
precious blue diamond. How does the music influence the way you feel in each scene? Does 
the music give you any clues about how to respond to the characters that the monkey 
meets?  

 The film Mr Riddim could be described as a music video. Compare the music used in Mr 
Riddim and Oasis. What are the differences? What are the similarities?  
– Discuss your ideas in pairs.  
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Think about the storyline in Mr Riddim and how this might change if the music was taken 
away.  
– As a class discuss the important role music plays in a film. 

 
Technology 

We rely on technology for many of our everyday activities. This package of films explores how 

wonderful technology is when it works and how frustrating it can be when it doesn’t. 

 In the Spanish film Bitseller, an elderly writer is forced to use a new fancy laptop when his 
typewriter breaks. We then meet the cube-characters living inside the laptop and watch as 
one cheeky cube makes the whole laptop malfunction.  
– As a class, brainstorm all the forms of technology that you interact with daily.  
– Choose one piece of technology and imagine the characters that might live inside. What 
do they look like? What role do they perform? How many are there? 
– Draw a picture showing the inside of your chosen technology and then share it with the 
class. 
Alien Repair Guy is a live-action film that shows us technology can be fun when you have it 
under control. Imagine you are an Alien Repair Person visiting the planet to examine and fix 
Earth’s control box. What changes would you make to Earth? Would you do anything fun 
with the technology?  For example, you could turn all the people into speakers that play 
music and dance. 

 Have you ever been surprised by a twist in a film? The animated film, The Goat Herder and 
His Lots and Lots and Lots of Goats had an unexpected piece of technology appear in one of 
the scenes. What was this technology? Did you find this funny? Why or why not? Have you 
noticed any other films that have a twist? 

 

Imagination 

Making an animated film takes a great deal of time and patience. Making a great animation 
requires talent, and in this package of films you can see an amazing amount of that! 

 Animation brings a story to life by making still pictures appear to move. The illusion of 
movement is created by capturing individual pictures and projecting them at the rate of 24 
pictures, or frames, per second.  
– Explore the animation process by making flipbooks. A great hint is to use a pad of sticky 
notes. 

 As a class, list clues that tell viewers whether a film is based on reality or fantasy, or a 
mixture of both.  

 The animation film Lego Adventure 3: Attack of the Giant Pig was made by a child. What 
type of animation is it? What techniques were used to make the Lego characters talk and 
walk? Would this film have taken long to make? Why? 
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PACKAGE 4 - FOREVER YOUNG 

Film Country Form Synopsis 

Estefan  
 

USA Animation Estefan is the world’s greatest hairdresser, 
but his latest client brings with her a unique 
challenge. 

Wildebeest UK Animation Two wildebeest think about crossing a river. 

What a Debacle, 
Freddy Farkle! 

Australia
  

Animation In the peaceful neighbourhood of Cherry 
View Lane, there's a debacle in number 59. 
Freddy Farkle, a lanky, fatuous chap, is a 
mess. 

The Pirates of 
Rabbit Doll Island 
 

UK 
  

Animation The two rival clans of ‘Rabbit Doll Island’ are 
brought together when dinosaurs of The 
Lost World steal the elusive pie jewel, 
threatening the future existence of their 
island. 

Professor Balthazar Croatia Animation Professor Balthazar does not have enemies, 
he is one of the few animated characters 
who resolves problems with imagination and 
wisdom, without using violence. 

Sleepy and Manic Taiwan Animation A sleepy bear sits by a pond and 
nonchalantly catches several fish. A jealous 
cat watches the bear’s success. The cat 
swaps fishing rods with the bear in the hope 
of replicating the bear’s success.  

Room on the Broom United 
Kingdom 

Animation A kind witch invites a surprising collection of 
animals to join her on her broom, much to 
the frustration of her cat. 

 

Themes: 

 Change 

 Friendship 

 Magic 

 
Change 
Life is about change. Nothing and nobody ever stays the same, but this is not always easy to 
accept. In these films, many characters are either facing changes in their lives or decide to make a 
change.  

 As a class, brainstorm some of the changes explored in these films and how the characters 
involved deal with them. 

 In the animation film Estefan, a creative hairdresser struggles to find a new hairstyle 
acceptable to his client. Have you sometimes resisted change or struggled to accept 
something new? Share this with a partner.  

 In the comedy film What a Debacle, Freddy Farkle! , Freddy makes some positive changes in 
his life.  
– In pairs, discuss some of the reasons he decides to make a change. 

 Have you ever experienced a day where everything seemed to go wrong? Did you wake up 
late or were you feeling disorganised? Did this experience encourage you to make any 
changes?  
– Create a storyboard showing the key moments of your day. 

 Think about your daily routine.  Could it be improved if you made some changes such as 
tidying your room or packing your school bag early?  
– Write a list of all the things you could do to make your daily routine run more smoothly. 
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Friendship 
Friendships are based on understanding, compassion and enjoyment of each other’s company.  
Often friends have shared interests, for example in Professor Balthazar, best friends Koko and 
Phillip both like music and ice cream. 

 Have a conversation with a partner and find out if you share some of the same interests. 
You could talk about food, games, films or activities.  

 A common theme in this package of films is acceptance and friendship. It is important to 
welcome new people into a friendship group, but also to accept when a friendship changes. 
Which characters in this package learn and explore acceptance in their friendships?  

 Have you ever invited new people into your friendship group? In the film Room on the 
Broom, the cat is not very pleased when the witch accepts more animals to share her 
broomstick. Why do you think the cat felt this way? How did the witch respond to the cat’s 
frustrations? Did the cat accept the new animals by the end of the film? Why? How did the 
cat’s opinion change? 

 In a group, create and perform a role-play that shows a situation where a new person or 
people are invited into a friendship group. What can you do and say to make them feel 
accepted? Will you still accept them if you don’t have shared interests?  

 
Magic 
Magic refers to the power to manipulate an object or person using supernatural powers. In 
traditional fairy tales, wizards and witches usually have magic powers and use their abilities for 
good and evil.  

 Which of the films in this package show the use of magic? Give examples and explain what 
makes them magical.  

 Some films in this package use a rhyming voice-over narration to tell the story. What is 
narration? How is it used in this film? How do the narration and visuals work together to 
stimulate our imaginations? A good example of this can be found in the film, What a 
Debacle, Freddy Farkle!.  
– As a class discuss the effectiveness of this as a storytelling technique. 

 Plan a story that includes magic; it might feature a magical character, object or place.  
– Write a narrative poem with a rhyming scheme that tells your magical story. 
 

 
Estefan, Jeff Call, 7mins, USA 
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PACKAGE 5 - SIX TO TWEEN 

Film Country Form Synopsis 

Chicken or the Egg  USA Animation When a pig who loves eating eggs falls in love with 
the hottest chicken in town, he must choose what 
comes first... the chicken or the egg? 

Mia Belgium/Netherlands Animation In her quest to liberate her overworked mother from 
the grasp of an overpopulated metropolis, seven-
year-old Mia unlocks the secrets that make the world 
turn. 

Zarbiland Belgium Child-made 
animation 

The people of Zarbiland describe their very unusual 
favourite foods.  

In the Shadow Croatia Animation A sun-tanning squirrel must find her place in the sun. 

Mushroom Monster Norway Animation If you were a little, hairy mushroom monster, how far 
would you go to get your paws on the biggest 
mushroom ever? 

Boss of My Body Australia (WA) Live-action 
music video 

A music video from remote Western Australia about 
standing up for your rights. 

Little Smile India Live-action A young girl playing in front of her home accidentally 
breaks her friend’s toy, and replaces it with a brand 
new toy from her savings. 

Trollday Germany Animation A friendly troll is the next star of the circus… or is he? 

Night Sounds Sweden Animation Everyone should be sleeping. But what's that under 
the bed? And outside the window? And who keeps 
playing that piano? Our hero climbs down to find out. 

History of Pets Netherlands Animation History of Pets is a requiem for all the childhood pets, 
who found their end in the most curious of 
circumstances. 

 
Themes: 

 Persistence 

 Friendship  

 Adventure 

 

Persistence 
Sometimes we need to persist at something until we achieve the desired outcome. 

 In the Norwegian film Mushroom Monster, the hairy mushroom monster has to solve how 
to reach the big juicy mushroom. The monster imagines all the possible ways to cross the 
water. In the end his persistence pays off and he is rewarded by eating the mushroom.  
Think about a time when you have persisted at something. For example, learning a game or 
how to ride a bike or perhaps solving a maths problem. How many times did you have to 
persist before you achieved your desired outcome? What did this feel like? Was it difficult 
or frustrating? How did you feel once you had achieved your goal?  
– Create a poster to showcase why your persistence was important. 

 The squirrel character in In the Shadow is determined to regain her sunny position in the 
tree tops after a sign is built in her way. This story uses a conventional structure: it sets the 
scene, poses a problem and resolves the problem. 
– Use Storyboard Generator (http://generator.acmi.net.au/storyboard) to tell a short story 
following the same story structure as In the Shadows. Your story should be about a time 

http://generator.acmi.net.au/storyboard
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when you had to persist at something until you achieved your desired goal.  You will need to 
use photos and/or drawings for each frame on your storyboard.  
– Once completed, share your storyboard in small groups and respond to one another’s 
ideas. 
 

Friendship 
Life is easier and more fun when we can share our ups and downs with another person. There is also 
a well-known saying that a dog can be a “man’s best friend”. This package of films explores the 
special bond between humans and animals. 

 How does this collection of films explore the power of friendship with animals?  
– Make a list of the films that explore animal friendships and describe the characters and 
creatures featured in each of these films. 
– Create a sociogram to illustrate the relationships. 

 Together with a partner, share any stories you have about a family pet or animal that you 
bond with. Can you relate to any of the friendships portrayed in these films?  
– Take a photo of a family pet (or an animal you would love to have as a pet).  
– Write a cinquain poem that describes your friendship. 

 A young girl develops a friendship with two hungry trolls in the animated film Trollday. Why 
does she develop this friendship? What are her intentions? Do you think these are good 
intentions? Why or why not? 

 The narrator in the film History of Pets explains all the ways that his pets have died. Have 
you ever suffered the loss of a pet? What was it like not having this pet as part of your 
family anymore?  
– Make a list of adjectives about how this made you feel. Do you still think about this pet 
sometimes? 

 

Adventure 
An adventure is a different and exciting experience. When you set out on an adventure, you make 
discoveries and experience new things. An adventure can be risky and challenging and may have 
unexpected consequences.  

 Seven-year-old Mia goes on an unexpected adventure in a fast-paced, overpopulated 
metropolis in the animated film Mia. What does this film teach us about the importance of 
family? How does it do this?  
Mia’s mother goes through a character transformation throughout the film. How does she 
change? 
– Sketch or draw before and after pictures to the show the change. 

 Sometimes being adventurous doesn’t mean leaving home to go on a trip; it can also mean 
trying new things. For example in the film Chicken or the Egg, the pig who loves eating eggs 
tries eating corn instead because he falls in love with a beautiful chicken who is horrified by 
his egg-eating habits. Are you adventurous with the foods you eat?  
– Work with a partner to create a menu for a restaurant filled with the most adventurous 
food you have ever eaten. 

 The film Zarbiland is made by a group of children who use animation and live-action 
filmmaking techniques. In the film, the people of Zarbiland describe their very unusual 
favourite foods. What foods do you eat that might surprise the children of Zarbiland?  
– Make a stop-motion animation that people in other lands could watch to find out more 
about Australian food. Use the following steps as guide: 
o Make your food using plasticine.  
o Use a digital camera to take a photo of your model. 
o Move the model a little bit, and then take another photo. Move it again and take 

another photo. Continue until you have about 24 photos. This is the number of images 
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you need to make one second of animated film using a video camera (24 frames with 
celluloid film). Imagine how long a feature film would take you!  

 

 
Chicken or the Egg, Christine Kim & Elaine Wu, 3mins, USA 
 

 

Boss of My Body, Leon Ewing, 3.5mins, Australia 
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PACKAGE 6 - TWEENARAMA 

Film Country Form Synopsis 

Innertommy Malaysia Animation A boy, some bubblegum and a fly make friends 
before getting themselves into some deep 
trouble. 

The Gallant 
Captain 

Australia Animation A boy and his cat journey into unknown waters 
with a bottle, a boat and a vivid imagination. 

Exam Jitters Canada Child-made 
live-action 

Two sisters decide to stay up all night in order to 
avoid the morning jitters before a final exam. 

The Boy and the 
Moon 

Italy Animation The fairytale of a boy who fell in love with the 
moon and his adventures to win her love. 

The Little Red 
Paper Ship 

Germany Animation A poetic story about the courage to venture out 
into the big wide world. 

Derpy Douglas Singapore Child-made 
animation 

Douglas the horse longs to be a unicorn and is 
tricked by his friends into searching for a magical 
gummy bear that will grant his wish. 

A Place for You in 
My Heart 

Holland Live action 
music video 

A music video for the song ‘A place for you in my 
heart’ by the Berlin-based, Australian singer 
Tammy Ingram.  

Sumo Roll USA Animation A sushi chef prepares for his day but is 
interrupted by an unexpected customer. 

 
Themes: 

 Imagination 

 Growing Up  

 Persistence 

 
Imagination 
Imagination is the ability to form new images and sensations that are not visible to other people. It 
is a type of creativity that is constructed in the mind and is usually explored through play. 

 As a class talk about Innertommy and The Gallant Captain. Discuss how these films depict 
the children’s imaginative play. For example, how do we know that we are inside a boy’s 
tummy? What clues are the audience given? 

 Have you and your friends engaged in imaginative play like the characters in the Australian 
film The Gallant Captain?  Imaginative play doesn’t have to be realistic. For example, the 
boy uses a single rubber band to defeat the huge enemy ship.  
– Share examples of your own imaginative play in small groups. 

 In groups of 4 or 5 create freeze frame scenes in the school yard. The teacher should 
secretly assign a scene to each group: 
o Excitement about finding buried treasure 
o Sword fighting across a narrow bridge 
o Sailing a ship across the stormy ocean 
o Running away from a big scary monster 

 
Encourage students to use the play equipment, but no costumes or props can be used in 
the scenes. The class can then guess what scene each group has created. Use this activity 
to discuss how we can share the things we imagine and the different ways people use their 
imagination. 
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Growing Up 
Growing up involves transformation, changes in life perspective and adaptation. 

 In the animation film The Little Red Paper Ship, a young girl sends a red paper ship on an 
ocean journey where it meets many other floating, swimming and flying things. As a class 
discuss how the boat interacts with the things it meets. How does it try to adapt? Is the 
boat always successful in joining the other things? Does the boat transform? How?  

 In pairs, discuss how the boat could symbolise a child growing up. Is growing up an 
adventure? Are there any challenges along the way? Explain by focusing on some of the 
changes and challenges you have already experienced.  
– Create a personal timeline showing past and predicting future challenges. Below each, 
offer solutions for each challenge. 

 Choose a piece of A4 colour paper that you feel symbolises your journey of growing up so 
far. For example, yellow for happiness, green for adventure, grey for confusion. Research 
how to fold and make a paper boat or perhaps you would prefer to make another object, for 
example a plane, pinwheel or origami animal. After you have made your object, share with a 
partner why you chose that colour and shape. 

 Exam Jitters is a film about two girls who are worried about their maths exam the following 
day. What did they decide to do to prepare for their exam? In your opinion was this a good 
decision?  
– In small groups, make a concept map detailing all the tips and tricks you can do to prepare 
for a test at school. Explain how this preparation helps you to feel prepared and calm so you 
can achieve the best possible result. Share your concept map with the whole class so 
everyone can feel confident next time there is a class test. 

 
Persistence 
Sometimes we need to persist at something until we achieve the desired outcome. 

 As a class discuss how persistence is explored in the films Derpy Douglas, Sumo Roll and 
The Boy and the Moon. Is the characters’ persistence rewarded at the end of each film?  

 As a viewer, does it make you want to keep watching when a character is posed with a 
challenge to overcome? How does watching the characters persist make you feel? Do you 
think the writer and director of the film wants you to feel this way? Explain. 

 Think about a time when you have persisted at something, perhaps learning a game or to 
ride a bike or to solve a maths problem. How many times did you have to persist before you 
achieved your desired outcome? What did this feel like? Was it difficult or frustrating? How 
did you feel once you had achieved your goal? 

 Towards the end of the animation film The Boy and the Moon, the narrator reveals that the 
story of winning the love of the moon is a symbol for winning the love of a radiant girl. Try 
writing your own story that uses symbolism.  
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Exam Jitters, Susan & Katherine Procopio, 3mins, Canada 

 

PACKAGE 7 – THE NEXT BIG THING 

Film Country Form Synopsis 

Head On Israel Animation Through a neon landscape a train moves to the 
beat into an uncertain future. 

Marrs Singapore Animation A young Martian discovers life is not as rosy as it 
seems in an adventure that changes life forever. 

Jump  Australia  Live action Twelve-year-old Edwin, a circus clown like his 
father, defies tradition by embarking on a daring 
quest to become a trapeze artist. 

Emmeline England Live action A playful, imaginative celebration of 'the other', 
Emmeline is the sweetly comic-absurd fabulation 
of a girl who isn't quite like everyone else. 

The Translation Australia Child-made live 
action 

Using elements of classic horror film and German 
expressionism, this film tells the story of an 
inventor who attempts to bring a doll to life. 

Bird Food Ireland Animation A man plans to eat his lunch in the park but the 
local pigeons have other ideas! 

MOOON USA Animation Everything in the universe is a little bit sticky. 

Love in the Time of 
Advertising 

USA Animation An animated musical about a billboard advertiser 
who falls in love with a girl and has to use the 
only method he knows to deliver his message - 
advertising. 

 

Themes 

• Bullying 

• Storytelling 

• Relationships 

 

Bullying 
Bullying can occur at school, within and between sporting teams, between neighbours and even 

within families. Some films in this package explore the theme of bullying including: putting on a 

brave face, being assertive, enlisting support and resolution. 

 As a class, list examples from this package that demonstrate bullying. Discuss the 
situations and how the characters exhibit their feelings. Do they share their feelings with 
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friends or family? In small groups, list reasons why people don’t always tell someone else 
when bullying is occurring. Share these responses with the class and discuss ways that 
bullying can escalate if it is allowed to continue unchecked. 

 In the live action film Emmeline, the main character is bullied because she is different. Since 
she is breaking the mould of what is normal or expected within the world of that character, 
what challenges does she face? How does this make the character feel? How would you feel 
in the same situation? Should someone be harassed because they are different? Why or 
why not?  

 Discuss the idea that sometimes words and phrases can be hurtful, for example, “Your 
jumper looks weird”. Prepare a debate in response to the following question: “Should limits 
be placed upon the types of things people can say to one another? Why or why not?” 

 What does Edwin do in the film Jump, to deal with the circumstances of being bullied by the 
other circus kids? What role does his father play to help Edwin put on a brave face? Is Edwin 
assertive? Does he show courage or confidence? Why or why not? How is the situation 
resolved? 

 Have you ever pretended to be something that you are not in order to fit in and be 
accepted? How did this make you feel? 

 Often a bully has problems in his or her life. This does not give them an excuse to be a bully. 
Think about how an adult can help kids to find ways to resolve problems and to overcome 
bullying behaviour. As a class discuss positive strategies to encourage bullies to change 
their behaviour. For example, by being friendly, sharing activities or finding shared interests, 
helping with homework, inviting them to join in activities or parties. 

 Review the school policy on bullying at your school. What are the behaviours the policy 
expects in the classroom and schoolyard? List ways teachers and students can help to 
reduce bullying at your school.  

 

Storytelling 

 Compare and contrast the animated films Head On, Marrs, The Translation and MOOON 
featured in this package. As a class focus on the narrative, the message communicated and 
the film techniques to tell the story.  

 What types of animation does each of these films use (drawn, 2D, stop-motion, computer-
generated imagery (CGI), claymation)? How do these types of animation allow filmmakers 
to explore and communicate the world of their imaginations? Can you think of any other 
films that use animation to create make-believe worlds? 

 What does animation allow a filmmaker to do that live-action (a film with live actors and 
real sets) does not? Discuss differences between live-action and animation and produce a 
simple definition of each film type. Discuss and list the advantages and disadvantages of 
each in conveying the action and ideas in a story. 

 Why do you think some filmmakers decide to tell their stories using animation rather than 
live-action? 

 Use Storyboard Generator (http://generator.acmi.net.au/storyboard) to create frames that 
combine animation, fantasy and imagination to tell a short, funny story about a dream or a 
hope for the future. Share these storyboards in small groups and respond to one another’s 
ideas. 

 

Relationships 
People relate to each other in a myriad of ways, and human relationships are an endless source of 
inspiration for filmmakers. This package of films explores love and caring within families and 
amongst friends. 

http://generator.acmi.net.au/storyboard
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 The family unit is very important when a young person is growing up. In the film Jump, 
Edwin has a complex relationship with his family. List different ways Edwin’s family 
members communicate with him.  

 The characters in Jump have clown faces painted on for most of the film. Did the smiley 
clown face always express the emotion the character was feeling? Explain. 
With a partner have some fun making faces at each other. Is it easy to guess what emotion 
is being expressed by their facial expressions? Try testing your partner by putting on one 
face but expressing a different emotion. For example, put on a happy face to hide feelings 
of sadness. Could your partner work out the emotion you were trying to hide? Why or why 
not?  
– Use digital photos to create a book that involves the reader matching a face to a feeling or 
an emotion. 

 Romantic love is a popular and recurring theme in literature, film and television. Why do you 
think this is the case? What are some famous love stories you have read or seen? 

 In the film Love in the Time of Advertising, it is difficult for Bill to express his true feelings 
to the person he loves. What are the reasons for this? 

 Love is hard to define, but we can often tell when a person is in love. Bill displays emotions 
and actions which illustrate that he is in love. What are they? How does the story end? Does 
all love end like this? 
 

 

 

Emmeline, Daniela Pasquini, 7mins, England 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

FREE FOR EDUCATIONAL USE - Education Resource- Little Big Shots 2014             Page 21 

 

Love in the Time of Advertising, Matt Berenty & David Bokser, 8mins, USA 

 

PACKAGE 8 – BIG KIDS FLICKS 

Film Country Form Synopsis 

One Way Ticket to 
Bussum 

Netherlands Documentary Rajeev longs to learn about his Indian heritage 
and the homeland he can hardly remember. How 
can he convince his adoptive parents to let him 
do this? 

The Butterfly 
Effect 

Australia 
 

Child-made 
live-action 

A boy struggles to connect with the world 
around him. 

A Shadow of Blue France/Spain Animation A touching story in which fantasy and reality 
merge to make dreams come true. 

Flamingo Venezuela Animated 
music video 

Flamingo is a surreal animated musical about 
depression and finding happiness again.  

The Centipede and 
the Toad 

France Animation In a faraway forest, the centipede is admired by 
all the other creatures – except for an old Toad, 
haughty and jealous, who decides to get rid of 
the centipede. 

BATZ France Animation Two bats are propelled into a chaotic cat-and-
mouse-style chase through the depths of the 
city at night.   
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Themes: 

 Belonging  

 Transformation 

 Imagination 

 
Belonging 
Belonging is a difficult term to define but it is something that people feel emotionally and generally 
recognise. The films in this package explore personal challenges related to fitting in, loneliness, the 
attitudes and perceptions of other people or coping with disability. Often the characters or people in 
the films come up with innovative solutions or coping mechanisms to make their world a better 
place. 

 In pairs discuss what it feels like to belong. Think about groups, places and activities that 
you can belong to.  
– Create a personal belonging collage either with magazine pictures of digital images. 

 In the live-action film One Way Ticket to Bussum, the main character is struggling with a 
sense of belonging. How does he express his feelings? Think about the similarities and 
differences he describes between the culture he lives in (Dutch) and the one he was born in 
(Indian). 

 The idea of karma is explored in the short animated film Recently in the Woods. Think 
about the story told in this film and then write a definition for karma.  
– Write a short story that explores both the theme of belonging and the idea of karma. 
 

Transformation 
We all experience many transformations during our lives; sometimes they are emotional and 
sometimes physical.  

 In pairs, list the films in this package that explore transformation. The transformations may 
not be obvious, so analyse each film in detail. 

 Both The Butterfly Effect and A Shadow of Blue include butterflies as part of the narrative. 
What do butterflies symbolise? Why do you think the writer and director for these films 
have chosen the butterfly as a symbol? How does this symbol add to the overall narrative 
and feeling of each film? Can you think of other films that use symbolism? 

 The animated music video Flamingo uses a transition between each scene that transforms 
the background and activity the main character is engaged in. What do you think of this 
technique? Is it effective? Why or why not?  

 Draw a storyboard using the same technique as the one used in Flamingo, where a 
character is transformed from one location and activity into a completely new one. 

 
Imagination 
Fantasy and imagination are very important to filmmaking. 

 Why is the fantasy genre so popular in film, television and books? Why do people like to 
escape from reality?  

 The end of A Shadow of Blue reveals that the girl sitting on a park bench has been 
imagining herself being chased by a crow. What reveals the chase isn’t real? Were you 
surprised by this twist? Did this change your perception of the film? Why or why not? 

 How are colours, shadows and reflections used in these films to communicate story and 
emotion to viewers? Are colours, shadows and reflections equally important in reality-based 
and fantasy films? Explain your ideas with a small group before sharing with the class. 

 There is no talking in the film BATZ. How is the story told in this film? Describe the setting 
of the scene, the conflict that arises and its resolution. Does this film successfully convey 
its story and messages without dialogue or narration? Explain your ideas. 
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The Centipede and the Toad, Anna Khmelevskaya, 10mins, France 

 

PACKAGE 9 – LBS UP LATE 

Film Country Form Synopsis 

EAT Germany Live action A model discovers everything in her dressing 
room is edible: the chair, the TV, the walls. 

Rabbit and Deer  Hungary Animation  Rabbit and Deer are happy and carefree until 
their friendship is put to the test by Deer's 
new obsession.  

The Amber Amulet  Australia  Live-action A story about a superhero, a beagle, an amulet 
made of amber, and the potential inside us all. 

Thomás Tristonho 
(Tom Sadly) 

Brazil Live-action A boy believes he has the power to sadden 
everything he touches. 

Spellbreaker Netherlands Animation Two friends are driven apart by greed and take 
an unexpected victim. 

Sleepwalker Australia Child-made 
live-action 

This is the story of a child who is haunted by a 
ghost who makes him sleepwalk in dangerous 
situations.  

A Little Suicide Germany Live-action/ 
animation 

A cockroach on a suicide mission is surprised 
by human kindness. 

R’ha Germany Animation A member of an alien race is being tortured 
and interrogated by a machine.  

 
Themes:  

 Sadness 
 First Love 

 Making a difference 

Sadness 
Some films in this package explore feelings of sadness, loss and grief related to changes in family 
circumstances. Sometimes the cause of sadness and grief cannot be changed, but often ways can 



 
 
 
 
 

FREE FOR EDUCATIONAL USE - Education Resource- Little Big Shots 2014             Page 24 

be found to help cope with such feelings or with a sad or troubling situation. Strategies may include 
sharing feelings, crying or taking some form of personal or social action.  

 Many people think that films about war, sadness and death are unsuitable for children. 
What do you think?  
– Discuss as a class and then write a list of points for and against children watching films 
that explore these themes. Consider how you felt when watching R’ha and Sleepwalker. 
(Teachers need to be particularly sensitive to any children experiencing difficult 
circumstances or a recent bereavement.) 

 InThomás Tristonho, how does Tom cope with the loss of his mum? Do you understand this 
way of coping? Can you relate to it in any way? What role did Isabela play in supporting 
Tom? What ways have you found to cope with feelings of sadness in your own life? Discuss 
your response with a trusted partner. 

 In pairs discuss what, if anything, the characters in The Amber Amulet and A Little Suicide 
have in common. To help with your discussion consider Joan’s line of dialogue ‘I didn’t know 
how unhappy I was, until you asked’. In your discussion, describe trusted people you can talk 
to when you’re feeling unhappy and how these people help you solve the problem or cope 
with difficult feelings?  

 In A Little Suicide the cockroach narrates in first person and shares his feelings of sadness 
with you, the audience. Do you feel any empathy for the cockroach? Why or why not? 

 As a class discuss the power of memories. In the film Thomás Tristonho, how was memory 
used as a narrative device (a way of telling the story)? Consider how memories can help us 
cope when someone or something we love or care about may no longer be a part of our 
everyday lives. List some of the different ways people can remember someone they can no 
longer see through death or even if they have moved away. 
 

First Love 
First love is a new and exciting experience. A first love can be one of the most influential 
relationships in a person’s life.  

 Romantic love is a popular and recurring theme in literature, film and television. Why do you 
think this is? What are some famous love stories you have read or seen? 

 In the film Thomás Tristonho Tom is experiencing love for the first time. Love is hard to 
define, but we can often tell when a person is in love. The characters display emotions and 
actions which illustrate that they are in love. What are they? 

 It is difficult for the characters in the films to express their true feelings to the person they 
love. What are the reasons for this? Think about the scene when Isabela and Tom are in the 
café. Are they able to talk openly and honestly about their feelings? Explain. Think of your 
closest friends, and consider if you are always honest with them. Do you trust them to 
always be honest with you? 

 In Thomás Tristonho love is presented as romantic and poetic but also as something that 
involves compromise and consequences. When Tom’s grandmother says ‘never leave a knot 
untied’, what does this metaphor mean?  Can you think of other films, books or poems that 
explore both the joys and challenges of love?  
Brainstorm other sayings related to romance, love and relationships. Select one and create 
a digital poster to illustrate the meaning. 
 

Making a difference 
Many Little Big Shots films show that everyone, no matter how young, can make a difference to the 

lives of people around them. Some of the films in this package explore this theme by applying a 

variety of filmmaking techniques to captivate the audience. 
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 In pairs identify characters or people from these films that you consider to be heroes. Who 

are they trying to make a difference to: their own lives or the lives of other people? What 

motivates them? Are they successful? Why or why not?  

 Short films use lots of different techniques to tell stories. It is important to not only analyse 
the narrative of a film but to consider how the narrative is explored through the art of 
cinema. Did any of these films make a lasting impression on you because of the techniques 
used?  
– Write a creative and concise film review that addresses the Top Five Tips listed on page 
25of this document. 

 Thinking of the films in this collection, which did you find the most visually beautiful or 
captivating? For example A Little Suicide was a combination of animation and live-action, 
Spellbreaker was a painted animation and Rabbit and Deer used both drawn and stop-
motion animation. As a class, discuss how these techniques were achieved. What was it 
about each film that made it beautiful and captivating for you?  

 Design and build characters and a setting for an animation about a hero. If you have access 

to a camera, create a storyboard and experiment with one of the animation techniques you 

have viewed in this package. 

YOUR TURN TO CREATE AND COMMUNICATE 
HAVE YOUR SAY - WRITING FILM REVIEWS 

Little Big Shots would love to hear your opinions about the films you have viewed. 
Write a review of one of the films screening at Little Big Shots and send it to 
info@littlebigshots.com.au  

 
Film Review: Top Five Tips  
Marcella Bidinost 
 
1. Lights, camera, action … and a long line of credits 

Plenty of people and decisions influence the film you eventually see on screen. Script, 
sound, storyline, directors, actors, lighting, sets, editing – all the people in that long line of 
credits at the end of a film play a role. Pick out some elements of the film you respond to 
most and explain why they do or don’t work. 
 

2. Don’t give away the plot 
This is a key rule of reviewing. Feel free to explain a little about the plot but don’t reveal any 
surprises or major twists.  
 

3. Hook us in! 
Starting your review with ‘This film is about …’ doesn’t exactly scream ‘Read me!’ Make 
your reader sit up and pay attention to what you’re about to say. Write creatively and 
sharply and ask yourself, is this good enough for the rest of the world to read?  Hook us in 
and keep us there! 
 

4. How good were the stars? 
Think about the performances of the lead actors. Did they do a good job? Were they 
believable? Did they ‘get under the skin’ of their role or did you feel like you were always 
watching ‘the actor’? Did you like the characters and did you care about what happened to 
them in the film? Tell us! 
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5. How did the film make you feel? 

Filmmakers want audiences to respond to their film. Pay attention to how you’re feeling 
while you’re watching a film. Are you happy, sad, bored, excited, inspired? Maybe your 
responses change at different points of the film. What’s making you feel that way? And 
what’s your overall feeling by the time it’s all over? 
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Now it’s your turn - Make a film of a game with your class! 
 

ACMI SCREEN IT NATIONAL FILMMAKING AND GAMES COMPETITION 

Now in its tenth year, Australia’s first and largest national moving image competition for primary 
and secondary students, Screen It encourages and fosters a new generation of young moving image 
makers.  Creating simple animations, live-action productions and games makes for fun, engaging, 
and highly educational projects. 
 
Screen It is designed to provide rich education outcomes for participants with a comprehensive 
education pack exploring this year’s theme of Reflection, and guidance about the production 
process. 
 
Moving image projects allow students to develop many varied skills and understandings, and may 
involve students in: 

 developing an original idea and researching information 

 writing a storyline and script 
 creating a storyboard 
 planning a production 

 designing and creating animation characters and sets 
 casting actors, selecting locations and dressing sets 

 learning practical production skills including camera, sound recording, acting and 
directing 

 developing team work, time management and planning skills 
 learning post production skills including editing, sound effects, music, titles and credits 

 testing compiled games and analysing the responses of different people. 
 
Registrations are now open for 2014!  Visit the ACMI website to find out more and to watch 
previous winning films and animations http://www.acmi.net.au/screenit  
 

 

http://www.acmi.net.au/screenit

